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the groundwork of Abu Zayd's history as true, however much the vagabond improviser may romance on other matters. But it may be as well to mention here a supplement to the tradition concerning the origin of the character. The commentator, Ar Bazi, cited by De Sacy in his commentary to the forty-eighth Assembly, relates as follows: "I was told by the Imam Al Hafiz al Bendehi, who had it from Abu Bekr al Berathini, who had it from Al Hariri, that the Seruji was a fluent old man, full of eloquence and cleverness, who visited us in Basra, and, standing in the mosque of the Benu Haram, conversed with the people and asked alms of them. One or more of the magistrates was there, and the mosque was crowded with people of eminence, whom he pleased with the fluency and beauty of his language, describing how his daughter had been made captive by the men of Bum, as is mentioned in the Assembly called Al Haramiyeh. "That evening," continued Hariri, " there were assembled at my house some people of eminence and learning in the city, and I related to them what I had witnessed, describing the eloquence of this mendicant, and his art in effecting his purpose, upon which each one of them told how he had heard the same man discourse in a different mosque, and on a different subject, still more excellently; for he had changed his dress and figure in every mosque, and showed his wit by a variety of artifices. I was filled with wonder, and began that same night the composition of the Assembly Al Haramiyeh, imitating his style ; and when it was finished I read it to a company of the chief people, who admired it exceedingly, and brought it to the knowledge of the Wazir, Sheref ad Din